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Watch on-demand webinars and register your interest for virtual events 
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	Our people work with clients to solve their toughest problems, creating new ways forward to help them thrive.
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We're adventurers, mentors, survivors, carers and crusaders. Here are some of our stories.
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					We see it as our responsibility to use our skills and resources to help others in the community.

Our people contribute their time and expertise to work on pro bono matters and other community initiatives, with a particular focus on alleviating disadvantage, advancing reconciliation, improving access to justice and promoting sustainability.

Our history of leadership in pro bono and community work has seen us lead the way on constitutional recognition, climate action, refugee rights and marriage equality.

We were the first Australian organisation to sign the United Nations Global Compact in 2001. Our most recent Communication on Progress details the ways we have continued to develop, implement and promote activities within our business to uphold the Compact's 10 principles. Visit our human rights and responsible business page to learn more.

Our community strategy focuses on using our skills and resources to benefit the community across a range of pillars, including pro bono, reconciliation, the environment, philanthropy and responsible sourcing. 
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		We work with disadvantaged individuals and for NGOs, to promote access to justice and protect human rights. This includes partnering with Community Legal Centres and Aboriginal Legal Services across the country, to assist people facing homelessness, as well as refugees and asylum seekers. We also fund the only ongoing graduate position in the community legal sector in Victoria.

Making a difference

	We contributed more than 35,000 hours of pro bono legal work in 2022, with almost half of this time spent on human rights-related matters.
	1 in 5 Allens lawyers worked on an asylum seeker-related matter in 2022.
	Pro bono legal assistance was provided to 128 people facing homelessness in 2022.
	Our target is at least 50 hours of pro bono legal work per lawyer each year.


	




						

			

			









	
		
			
				In the community

Western Australia is the only jurisdiction that still has a mandatory sentencing regime for children.

We worked with the Human Rights Law Centre and the Aboriginal Legal Service of WA to clarify the operation of mandatory sentencing laws in relation to young offenders when we assisted in appealing to the Supreme Court after David*, a 13-year-old Aboriginal boy, was sentenced, having pleaded guilty to a number of burglary offences.
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		Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people are advised that this page contains images of deceased people.   

As part of building lasting, respectful relationships with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities, we are working on actions outlined in our First Nations Engagement Plan.This Plan builds on more than a decade of reconciliation work. We launched our first Reconciliation Action Plan in 2009 and designed and delivered five RAPs between then and 2022. In 2023 we launched our First Nations Engagement Plan to continue this important work. 

As well as supporting access to justice through our significant pro bono commitment, and the establishment of employment opportunities in the firm and elsewhere in the community, we support the development of career pathways for First Nations students. We also build connections with community through staff secondments with Jawun and the Empowered Communities Project.

Making a difference

	Our commitment is that at least 15% of our pro bono legal work be for First Nations clients and relevant public interest organisations.
	Following the launch of our First Nations Legal Internship Program in 2006, more than 150 students have now completed the program.
	Staff in each of our offices participate in mentoring and career insights programs for First Nations students.
	We've invested more than 330 weeks of skilled support to First Nations organisations through our partnership with Jawun and the Empowered Communities project.


	




						

			

			









	
		
			
				In the community

On 20 October 2022, the First Peoples' Assembly and the Victorian Government reached a landmark agreement on a framework that will enable Traditional Owners of Country to negotiate Treaties across the state, and for the Assembly – as the democratic voice for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in Victoria – to negotiate a state-wide Treaty to deliver structural reform.

Allens has been privileged to support the Assembly with considered and timely pro bono legal advice as they navigate the intricate and exciting Treaty-making landscape.
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		We strive for leadership on environmental sustainability in our sector. We're committed to taking climate action to reduce the material impacts of our operations and to identifying opportunities to drive positive environmental change, as outlined in our Environmental Policy.

We have set a target to reduce our absolute scope 1, 2 and 3 greenhouse gas emissions by 50 per cent by FY2030 from a FY2019 base year. Our near-term science-based emissions reduction target has been validated by the Science Based Targets initiative (SBTi) and is in line with what the latest climate science says is needed to meet the goals of the Paris Agreement.

As we work towards our emissions reduction target, we aim to continue our certification for our Australian offices through the Australian Government's Climate Active Program. We first achieved certification in December 2014, and we seek recertification annually. For more information about our certification and the emissions sources included in our greenhouse gas emissions inventory please take a look at our most recent Climate Active Public Disclosure Statement.

We also maintain an environmental management system in our Australian offices, designed to help us take a systematic approach to identifying and mitigating our material environmental impacts.

Making a difference

	We take action to reduce our greenhouse gas emissions in line with an ambitious and independently assessed science-based target.
	We source 100% GreenPower accredited energy for our tenancy electricity in Sydney, Melbourne and Brisbane.
	We also buy and surrender offsets as an additional contribution to climate action. We seek to invest in accredited offset projects, including Indigenous carbon farming projects, that deliver emissions abatement and/or sequestration alongside other environmental or social benefits.


	




						

			

			









	
		
			
				In the community

Aquatic ecosystems, such as mangroves, are among the planet's most efficient ecosystems for sequestering carbon. Scientists from Deakin University are currently researching the potential for 'blue carbon’ – the carbon captured and stored in these ecosystems – to contribute to the fight against climate change. 

Swapping suits for gumboots and laptops for lab coats, 13 of our people spent a day with scientists at sites in Melbourne and Sydney to investigate how mangrove restoration enhances carbon capture and storage.
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		We provide financial support to charitable organisations through our community grants and matched funding program. Our staff volunteer their time to help alleviate disadvantage and inequality. We also regularly organise fundraising days and events in each of our offices to support charitable causes and community partners.

Making a difference 

	Over 391 grants provided to more than 184 organisations since 2002.
	Staff across our offices volunteer for important causes, including mentoring young people and assisting those experiencing homelessness.


	




						

			

			









	
		
			
				In the community

For women aged 25 to 44, family violence is the greatest health risk factor – greater than smoking, alcohol or obesity. In Australia, one in four women is affected by family violence. These sobering statistics fuel the work of McAuley Community Services for Women, a community organisation based in Victoria that aims to keep women and children safe from family violence and homelessness.

Allens is proud to help subsidise the programs that underpin this organisation's vital work.

Pictured is Jocelyn Bignold, McAuley's Chief Executive Officer.
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		We have a responsible sourcing program designed to promote procurement practices that are ethical, and environmentally and socially responsible. As a purchaser of products and services, we also look for opportunities within our supply chain to support positive social and environmental outcomes through our procurement spend.

Through our responsible sourcing policy and process, we seek to take action to identify, assess and mitigate risks of modern slavery practices in our supply chain. Our Supplier Code of Conduct sets out the minimum standards we expect of our suppliers in relation to ethical business practices, human rights and labour practices, and environmental management.

Making a difference

	We seek opportunities to engage social and Indigenous enterprises in our supply chain, and to make a positive impact through our procurement spend. Allens is a founding partner of Supply Nation, and as part of our First Nations Engagement Plan, we contribute to the growth of the Indigenous business sector through procurement and pro bono support.


	




						

			

			









	
		
			
				In the community

We are committed to taking action to assess and address modern slavery risks in our operations and supply chain
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		Community Engagement Board

Our community and pro bono work is overseen by our Community Engagement Board chaired by the Managing Partner and comprising representatives of our Pro Bono, Philanthropy, Reconciliation Action Plan and Sustainability Committees.

To learn more about our community programs, contact our Director of Community Engagement Nicky Friedman.
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								Making an impact in the community
				
	

							
					

									We aim to both support and empower individuals to create meaningful change. Learn more about the type of work we do through our stories.
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