
If opposition succeeds (including appeals 

to court), then application is rejected

Anyone may oppose grant of the 

application within 3 months of publication

PATENT APPLICATIONS IN AUSTRALIA

Exam reports 
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Grant

Any objections in an examiner's report must 

be overcome and the application accepted 

within 21 months from the date of the first 

report or else the application will lapse

Request examination when directed or else 

within 5 years of filing

File Australian standard patent application. This 

includes national phase entry from a PCT

If no 

opposition is 

filed

Annuities payable from 

5th year - if not paid the 

appication will lapse

Annuities 

continue to be 

payable

Application 

published at 18 

months, if not 

published already

If opposition fails, 

application 

proceeds to grant

Application may claim priority from 

a provisional patent application or 

an overseas patent application
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